
        

Scoil Mhuire na nGrást,   Principal:   Diarmuid Hennessy 

 Béal Guala,    Deputy Principal:  Catherine Murphy 

 Co. Chorcaí.       

 

Belgooly Central School,  Telephone:  021 4770712 

Belgooly, Co. Cork. 

Roll No:19672H    Email:  belgoolyns@gmail.com 

Reg. Charity No. 20114312   Website:  www.belgoolyns.ie                                                                                                             

 10/11/2025  

Dear Parents/Guardians,  

 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your co-operation with completing Application for 

Admission/Enrolment 2026/2027, where relevant for new school entrants 2026/2027 only, and for forwarding 

monies requested in respect of the following: 

• Annual Voluntary Family Contribution 2025/2026 (€60 per family).  E-payment link sent on 

09/09/2025 

• Pupil Personal Accident Insurance 2025/2026 (All classes - €8 per/child).   E-payment link sent on 

09/09/2025 

• Senior Infant Requisites 2025/2026 (Senior Infant classes only - €20 per/child).  E-payment link sent 

on 09/09/2025 

• Junior Infant Requisites 2025/2026 (Junior Infant classes only - €25 per/child).  E-payment link sent 

on 16/09/2025 

• 5th & 6th Class Sciath na Scol Football Bus money (only as relevant) – various e-payment dates in 

September & October 

• 6th Class Carrigdhoun & FAI Soccer Blitz Bus money (only as relevant) – various e-payment dates in 

October 

• 6th Class KYSS Mental Health Awareness Day (06/10/2025) & Bus Transport to Sáile Sports & 

Community Centre, Kinsale (6th Classes only - €10 per/child) - E-payment link sent on 29/09/2025 

 

Also, in relation to Aladdin ‘Connect’, thank you for registering, downloading the related app and 

validating your mobile phone.  You may update your family contact details, advise the school in respect of 

pupil absences/early collection/late arrival, book Parent/Teacher meeting appointment(s) for November 2025, 

provide various permissions in relation to certain activities, receive regular school news via notice-board 

message updates ….. via ‘Connect’.  

 

SCHOOL CLOSURE (TUESDAY, 02 DECEMBER 2025) - UPDATED ‘CHILD PROTECTION 

PROCEDURES 2025’ WHOLE-STAFF IN-SERVICE   

To facilitate engagement of all staff with the Department of Education’s recently updated Child Protection 

Procedures 2025, please note that the school will remain closed on Tuesday, 02 December 2025.  

Sherpa & After-School Irish Dancing classes will not operate on the day. 

 

PARENTS’ ASSOCIATION – ‘SCHOOL CALENDAR 2026’  

The ‘School Calendar’ is always a favourite and a keepsake for many families.  It has been supported, via 

sponsorship, by many small local businesses over the years.  The PA has been liaising with local 

photographer, Pat O’Brien, and another local Belgooly man, Conor Coleman of Island Memorial Cards to 

ensure that it proceeds again this year. 

In order to make certain that School Calendar 2026, always a favourite present for family members at 

Christmas, is available for distribution in December:    

• School families will be able to order and pay online for School Calendar 2026 for a limited period 

only from Tuesday, 11 November 2025 to Monday, 24 November 2025 (incl.) 

• You will receive a related link from the school tomorrow, Tuesday, 11 November  
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• To order, simply enter the relevant amount of money (i.e. €13.00 per calendar).  NOTE – As €13.00 is 

the minimum amount required to purchase a calendar, this amount will appear by default in the 

payment box, however, you will need to amend same to reflect the number of calendars you may wish 

to purchase (for example, €26.00 for 2 calendars or €39.00 for 3 calendars and so on) 

• Complete payment transaction  

• The school will not be able to facilitate orders received after Monday, 24 November 

• Calendars will be distributed to your eldest child in the school in mid-December 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank the Parents’ Association for the amount of time and effort 

spent organising School Calendar 2026.                         

 

FOLENS ‘CHRISTMAS 2025 ANNUALS’ 

The Folens Christmas Annual is available to purchase (€3.20 per annual) at the school for a limited period.  

Should you wish to purchase an annual for your child, you will be able to order and pay for same online for a 

limited period only from Tuesday, 11 November 2025 to Monday, 24 November 2025 (incl.).  You will 

receive a related link from the school tomorrow, Tuesday, 11 November and to order, simply tick the relevant 

box and complete payment transaction.  Once paid, annuals will be distributed to pupils from week 

commencing Monday, 24 November.  The school will not be able to facilitate orders received after 

Monday, 24 November. 

Just to note: 

• Junior & Senior Infants – Súgradh (Folens Christmas 2025 Annual) 

• First & Second Classes – Spraoi (Folens Christmas 2025 Annual) 

• Third & Fourth Classes – Siamsa (Folens Christmas 2025 Annual) 

• Fifth & Sixth Classes – Sonas (Folens Christmas 2025 Annual) 

 

PARENT/TEACHER MEETINGS (20th & 25th NOVEMBER 2025) 

Further to a previous HSN (24/09/2024 & 10/10/2024), Parent/Teacher meetings will be held on Thursday, 

20 & Tuesday, 25 November.  Pupils (First to Sixth Classes) will finish and leave school at 2.35pm on 

Thursday 20th and at the usual time of 2.50pm on Tuesday 25th.  The usual school bus provision will operate 

at these times.  Usual 1.50pm finishing time for Junior & Senior Infants on both these dates.  

Parents/Guardians may book an appointment time(s), via Aladdin ‘Connect’.   

Thank you for engaging with the related booking facility on Aladdin ‘Connect’.  Our system of appointments 

will help ensure, with your co-operation, that you meet each teacher at the appointed time.  We will have over 

234 families visiting the school over the two days and, to assist with the smooth running of our meetings, we 

request your co-operation and support with the following: 

• Please arrange to be in the school before your first appointment 

• If necessary, please knock on the teacher’s door at the time of your appointment 

• As teachers will have a number of appointments to facilitate, please note that a time allocation of ten 

minutes is being provided in respect of each pupil.  Should there be a concern that may necessitate a 

longer meeting, a subsequent meeting time may be arranged 

• If you have more than one child in the school, there will be ten minutes between appointments 

• Should you be late for your appointment, it will be necessary to reschedule the meeting with the 

teacher 

• Please note, no electronic recording of any school meeting is permitted 

• As per the aims of the school’s Code of Behaviour, we are mindful that Parent/Teacher meetings serve 

to enhance the learning environment of the school by promoting a sense of mutual respect among all 

members of the school community, thus increasing co-operation between home and school 

 

SOCIAL PERSONAL & HEALTH EDUCATION (SPHE) – RESPIRATORY ETIQUETTE & ‘BUG 

BUSTING’  

As part of the school’s SPHE Programme, respiratory etiquette will be explored with classes over the coming 

weeks.  If your child is unwell, it is recommended to remain at home until better.   

Many thanks to families for your engagement with ‘Bug Busting’ night in September.  To curtail and reduce 

occurrence of head lice, please ensure frequent checks throughout the school year in this regard.        /Over…… 
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SCHOOL CHRISTMAS CELEBRATIONS 2025 (INFANTS TO SIXTH CLASSES)  

Pupils and staff are currently busy preparing a variety of events to celebrate Christmas.  We invite you to your 

child’s Christmas celebration and we look forward to seeing you on the day.  Please note details below: 

• Thursday, 11 December: Sixth Classes (Ms O’Neill & Mr Lane) – Halla at 9.45am 

• Thursday, 11 December: Fourth Classes (Ms O’Driscoll & Ms McCarthy) – Halla at 11.30am 

• Thursday, 11 December: Junior Infant Classes (Ms Long & Mrs Patterson) – Halla at 1.15pm 

• Friday, 12 December: Second Classes (Ms Hurley & Mr McCarthy) – Halla at 9.45am 

• Friday, 12 December: Third Classes (Ms Kelleher & Ms McCarthy) – Halla at 11.30am 

• Friday, 12 December: First Classes (Ms Keohane & Ms Buckley) – Halla at 1.15pm 

• Monday, 15 December: Fifth Classes (Mr Hayes-Curtin & Ms O’Callaghan) – Halla at 9.45am 

• Monday, 15 December: Senior Infant Classes (Mrs Finn & Mr Coomey) – Halla at 1.15pm 

   

At the invitation of the school, we will have many visitors over these dates/times.  Your co-operation and 

support with the following is required:  

• To assist with school organisation and hall preparation, there will be no access to the halla until 15 

minutes prior to the commencement of a class presentation 

• In the interest of comfort, safety and unnecessary disruption to classes, siblings of the pupils 

performing will remain in their own respective classrooms during the course of each 

performance.  All pupils will have an opportunity to view the different presentations during the course 

of Christmas week with their classmates. 

• In the interest of safety, no hot beverages are permitted in the halla 

• Just to note, in keeping with child protection practices, and in the interest of pupil and staff 

privacy, photos and videos are not permitted on the school premises at any stage during the visit 

Thank you for your co-operation and support in this regard.  A contribution to our Arts Education Fund of 

€10 per adult on the day is requested.  Any contribution would be very much appreciated.   

 

SPORTS UPDATE 

Sciath na Scol DF3 Final 2025 V Scartleigh NS - Well done to the boys who played a thrilling Sciath na Scol 

football final against Scartleigh NS last Friday!  After an action-packed encounter that kept everyone on the 

edge of their seats, Scoil Mhuire na nGrást came away with silverware, with the final score reading 0-9 to 2-3.  

The teamwork, determination, and spirit on display was outstanding.  Every player fought right to the final 

whistle, showing incredible commitment and pride in their school colours.  The boys were delighted to wear 

their brand-new set of jerseys, kindly sponsored by Johnson & Perrott, thanks to the advocacy of the O’Neill 

family.  They brought us luck, looked the part and certainly played it too!  It was fantastic to have thirty-nine 

boys on the panel, and every single one of them played a part in this brilliant achievement.  A huge thank you 

to the wonderful supporters from our school, former pupils and parents and the wider community. Your cheers 

and encouragement from the stands made all the difference!  Team Scoil Mhuire na nGrást looks forward to 

the Sciath na Scol hurling and camogie competitions in the spring.  Scoil Mhuire na nGrást Abú! 

Schools GAA Coaching - Pupils from 2nd to 4th classes and the Sciath na Scol teams will now begin their 

hurling and camogie sessions with schools coach, Ryan Deasy.  Pupils from these classes require a hurley 

and helmet. Thank you to Sliabh Rua Hurling, Football and Camogie clubs for facilitating these sessions.  

FAI Soccer - Our Sixth classes entered a new FAI 11-a-side Primary Cork Cups school soccer competition this 

year.  Both girls and boys teams recently played Star of the Sea N.S. in Passage in a knockout round.  Our 

girls’ team performed very well but narrowly lost 2-1 to a strong Passage team. The  boys won 4-2.  The boys 

march on to the next round which will be against Crosshaven BNS.  Well done to everyone who played and 

their coaches. 

 

SIXTH CLASS NEWS UPDATE 

Sixth Class has enjoyed fantastic success with the Sciath na Scol and soccer tournaments where they showed 

great skills on the pitch, teamwork, co-operation and respect towards themselves, coaches and other teams. 

They have enjoyed foraging walks in the local environment learning about local flora and fauna.  Given the 

/Over…. 
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focus on Science during November (i.e. Science Week 2025), the school has been invited to partake in the 

WiseWater Academy Programme  Taking place every Monday until mid-December, both classes will have an 

opportunity, through interactive workshops,  to learn about  water through a scientific, artistic and literary 

lens. They will also take a trip to the local River Stick to carry out conservation studies.  The sessions will 

conclude with both classes sharing their new knowledge and insights on water with the younger classes in 

halla na scoile.  Also, as part of Science Week 2025, sixth classes will host their annual Science Fair where 

they will design their own experiments and present these to our budding scientists in the younger classes.  

In preparation for our school’s participation in this year’s VEX Robotic competition, many of our former 

pupils from KCS will visit with their school’s Transition Year Coordinator on Wednesday to share their 

expertise and set up a demonstration for sixth classes. 

SANTA’S VISIT! 

Santa plans to visit the school on Tuesday, 16 December.   

 

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS  

Please note that the school will close for the Christmas break on Friday, 19 December at 12 noon.  School 

will re-open on Monday, 05 January 2026.   

 

WELCOME, WELL DONE & THANK YOU 

• Thank you to the Parents’ Association for decorating the gates and railing areas with some bewitching 

Halloween decorations just before the mid-term break.  We wish the new PA Committee 2025/2026 all 

the very best for the year ahead and, as they plan activities for Christmas 2025, your input and 

assistance would be very welcome.  Should you wish to volunteer, either as a PA committee member 

or Friend of the PA, please feel free to complete the ‘Friend of the PA’ link –  Parents’ Association 

Volunteer Link 2025/2026 

• Bobby the Belgooly Bookworm, made by Mr. McCarthy’s Second Class, won 1st Prize in the ‘Youth 

with Adult Assistance’ category at the annual Leap Scarecrow Festival 

• Well done to Mr Coomey’s Senior Infant Class who won the Bord Dúlra competition. They had 

wonderful labelled examples of leaves from different trees & very creative art  

• Road Safety Month (October) – Many thanks for your continuing support and cooperation in terms of 

road safety within the school environ 

• Maths Week 2025 (11th to 19th October) - All pupils took part in many activities & challenges during 

Maths week.  Many thanks to all who entered the "Mathscot” competition.  Congratulations to prize 

our winners - Eva Reid, Zoe Griffin & Mackayla Mannix.  Peer tutoring also featured during the week 

– well done to the senior pupils for supporting and guiding our younger pupils in maths 

• Climate Resilience: Temperatures & Trees Campaign - Mr. Hayes-Curtin’s fifth class pupils who have 

been busy engaging with Globe Ireland’s Climate Resilience: Temperatures & Trees campaign. 

Students have been measuring and comparing the temperatures of three different surfaces: asphalt, bare 

ground and grass, as well as the heights and circumferences of native trees around the school grounds. 

With this information, pupils will calculate the amount of carbon stored in the school and explore how 

this helps to fight climate change by cooling the environment. They look forward to examining the 

results within the coming weeks and months and sharing their findings 

• School Choir - Our school choir, made up of many enthusiastic singers from 2nd to 6th Classes, has 

been meeting every Tuesday and Friday at lunchtime. The children have been working incredibly hard, 

learning new songs and harmonies with great energy and teamwork.  Preparations are already 

underway for our Christmas performances, and the pupil’s can’t wait to share their wonderful talent 

and festive spirit in the coming weeks. Their debut performance will take place in the International 

Airport Hotel on Thursday evening, 04 December.  Well done to all involved for their dedication and 

enthusiasm — the school is alive with music!   

• Monthly Assemblies - Our school assemblies take place on the first Tuesday of every month, bringing 

all classes together to sing, learn Lámh signs, celebrate achievements and birthdays, and hear about  

Over…… 
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upcoming school events.  This month’s assembly was held earlier this morning and focused on 

Multiculturalism, with pupils singing, “Hello to All the Children of the World” — a wonderful 

celebration of our rich diversity where children learn to say “hello” in many different languages! 

• Donations (Workplace Advocacy) – our Green Committee is giving consideration to a possible location 

for our new picnic table in springtime.  The mobile board supports pupil and staff meetings (i.e. Green 

Committee, meeting to support the establishment of our Student Council) in the various lobby areas 

around the school  

• To all the pupils and staff for the wonderful classroom and corridor displays of the pupils’ work  

• To the class teaching, SET and SNA teams for facilitating various Literacy/Numeracy Stations agus 

tacaíocht sa Ghaeilge freisin ar fud na scoile 

• Seesaw - Thank you to everyone for your active engagement with Seesaw – an invaluable online 

learning platform 

• In relation to ‘Bug Busting’, thank you for your on-going attention in this regard.  To curtail and reduce 

the occurrence of same, your on-going monitoring, co-operation and support throughout the school 

year is required 

 

SOME UPCOMING EVENTS  

• Multicultural Celebration – w/c Monday, 10 November.  A school community celebration of cultural 

diversity and richness 

• Science Week  - w/c Monday, 10 November.  Throughout the week, pupils will take part in a variety 

of hands-on experiments, investigations, and interactive activities designed to inspire curiosity and a 

love of science.  Classes will be engaging in exciting experiments in their classrooms, while a Science 

Trail around the school will encourage pupils to explore scientific ideas in a fun, active way.  A special 

highlight of the week will be our Science Fair, proudly organised and presented by 6th Class, who will 

showcase their creative projects to the whole school community.  It promises to be a week full of 

exploration, learning, and discovery as we celebrate the wonders of science together!  Best of luck to 

the school’s Science Quiz Team later in the month in UCC (see below) 

• School Science Week 2025  - Wednesday, 12 November.   KCS TY VEX Robotics demonstration   

• Schools GAA Coaching – pupils from 2nd to 4th classes & Sciath na Scol Teams 2025/2026 will 

commence their hurling and camogie sessions with school coach Jack Deasy this Friday, 14 

November .  Children from these classes are required to bring a hurley and helmet each Friday.  Thank 

you to Sliabh Rua Hurling, Football and Camogie clubs for facilitating these sessions 

• In-Person Parent/Teacher Meetings 2025 – Thursday, 20 November (Day 1) & Tuesday, 25 

November (Day 2).  Please refer to page 2 of this note for additional information` 

• School Calendar 2026 – closing date for orders is Monday, 24 November 

• Folens Christmas Annual 2025 – closing date for orders is Monday, 24 November 

• Lifetime Lab Primary Science Quiz – Tuesday, 25 November at 6.30pm (doors open at 5.15pm), 

Devere Hall, UCC 

• Riverstick Christmas Market 2025 – Sunday, 30 November in Riverstick Community Centre (12 

noon until 5.00pm) 

• School Choir – Debut performance at the International Airport Hotel on Thursday, 04 December 

(6.00-7.30pm) 

• Christmas Celebrations – Various dates in December (see page 3 for additional information) 

• Santa’s planned visit - Tuesday, 16  December 

• Department of Education & Youth ‘Primary School Survey’ will close on Tuesday, 16 December.  

Please refer to previous school email (05/11/2025) for details.  Further information is also available 

here: www.gov.ie/primaryschoolsurvey   

• The school will close for the Christmas break on Friday, 19 December at 12 noon.  School will re-

open on Monday, 05 January 2026  

Yours faithfully, 

Diarmuid Hennessy, School Principal 

http://www.gov.ie/primaryschoolsurvey

