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Dear Parents/Guardians,

GREEN FLAG & SESE UPDATES

National Spring Clean 2026 - As part of the Green Flag Litter & Waste activities in the school, the children in
6th class took part in the annual An Taisce National Spring Clean 2026 in April. They worked
enthusiastically to collect refuse along the approach roads to the school. Thank you to the Belgooly Tidy
Village Association for collecting the refuse and recycling gathered by the children.

Wild Flower Meadow Home Project - Hoping to create wildflower meadows across home gardens in
Clontead, "Regenerate", a local community driven social initiative to promote biodiversity, recently donated
some wildflower seeds to pupils in 3™ & 4™ classes. Further information is available on
www.regenerateourecosystem.ie

Bike Week 2026 (09th -17th May 2026) — Promoting sustainable travel and a healthy, active lifestyle will
feature nationwide during the week and a number of events are planned for the week. Bike Wizards presented
a Bike Skills Workshop for pupils in 2™ classes last Tuesday.

Upcoming events: National Biodiversity Week 2026 (Friday, 15 May to Sunday, 24 May)

Earlier in the month, Ms. O’Sullivan gave a very interesting historical tour of Belgooly to Mrs Clancy’s class
& the Green Team. The pupils got to discover local folklore and history using various maps of Belgooly
village throughout the last century. A warm thank you to our guest speaker.

FREE SCHOOLBOOKS SCHEME 2026/2027

Further to the department’s announcement in March 2023, please find a school letter and a Department of
Education information note attached outlining related terms and conditions pertaining to the scheme.

In general, funding is being provided directly to primary schools and special schools by the Department to
implement the scheme and schools will make provision for schoolbooks, workbooks and copybooks for all
children at the start of the school year 2026/2027.

SCHOOL TOUR 2026

Further to a previous school email (22/04/2026), School Tours 2026 will commence tomorrow, Tuesday.
Each class group will receive specific details, via email, closer to the date of their respective class excursion.
To facilitate related arrangements, and for everyone’s safety and enjoyment, please note the following:

e Parking facilities around the school are limited. In the interest of safety, to avoid a build-up of a large
volume of traffic and to facilitate school bus set-down provision, we request that parents/guardians
might endeavour to make space for other cars and buses once children are dropped off for school tours

e Pupils will be required to bring a packed lunch and plenty to drink on the day. Just to note, the
Hot School Meal service will not be available to pupils on their designated school tour day

e Sun-cream application is also advisable
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e So as not to compromise the list of scheduled activities for each individual school tour group, buses
will depart promptly at their designated departure times

e In keeping with child protection practices, and in the interest of pupil and staff privacy, photos
and videos are not permitted on the school premises/school environs

e Owing to financial commitments incurred by the school in respect of venue and transport
bookings, it will not be possible to facilitate a refund for any reason should any pupil not travel
on the day of the tour

The school would like to acknowledge Ms. Walsh’s role in coordinating the various excursions.

BUS & TRAVEL SAFETY - ‘BE ALERT TO BE SAFE’

Bus Eireann has prepared brief leaflet (attached) outlining the key safety message when using school buses.
Indeed, in light of increasing public transport usage and our impending school tours, the advice is relevant for
all who avail of this mode of transport. Families are requested to discuss and explore these safety tips with
their child(ren).

SCIATH NA SCOL CHORCAI (HURLING & CAMOGIE)

Well done to the boys and girls in Fifth & Sixth classes who recently took part in the Sciath na Scol Chorcai
games. Both teams played really well and showed great teamwork and resilience throughout the league.

We wish the school’s Sciath na Scol 2026 Camogie Team all the very best next week when they play
Glouthaune NS in the Sciath na Scol Camogie DC3 Finals in Pairc Ui Chaoimh on Wednesday, 27 May at
12.30pm. If you are available on the day, please feel free to come along and support. For further details,
please refer to a previous email (13/05/2026).

SCHOOLS COACHING

Pupils from the Junior Infant, Senior Infant & First Classes are currently enjoying their hurling and camogie
training with Sliabh Rua School Coach, Ryan Deasy. A hurley and helmet is required for these training
sessions every Friday.

GOLF TASTER SESSIONS

Pupils in 6th class had an opportunity recently to avail of some golf lessons with Kinsale Golf Club, Pro
Golfer, Timmy Broderick. These sessions helped to perfect technique and they received some great advice and
tips. We may well have some future Leona Maguires and Rory Mcllroys in the making!

CITY SPORTS 2026 (ATHLETICS)
Best of luck to all the pupils taking part in the City Sports in MTU on Thursday, 28 May. Girls (Roinn 3) will
commence at 10.00am & Boys (Roinn D) will commence at 3.10pm.

MRS CLANCY’S CLASS (HORSE RIDING)
Mrs Clancy’s class had a wonderful outing to Castlewhite Riding Centre where some pupils experienced horse
riding for the first time. This was followed by a warm welcome in The Viaduct and some treats.
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SPREAGADH NA GAEILGE & SAY YES TO LANGUAGES

Bhi spraoi agus sport againn i rith Seachtain na Gaeilge i rith Mi na Marta. Bhi sé go h-alainn daltai a
chloistedil ag labhairt Gaeilge ar fud na scoile. Well done to all the pupils who read out clues as Gaeilge on
the intercom, presented at the Gaeilge School Assembly & participated in all activities. Comhghairdeas le
Rang 4 (Ms O Driscoll) who had a pizza party to celebrate their efforts ag labhairt Gaeilge timpeall na scoile.
Maith sibh go 1€ir!

Say Yes to Languages - 5™ and 6" classes are now learning about languages in our school with a focus on the
French language. The pupils have received a Language Passport which promotes an awareness of languages
and cultures. Children who learn languages are more likely to develop better literacy skills and increased
creativity, as well as an appreciation of diversity and deeper empathy for others. We look forward to

our spectacle francgais en Juin!

STEM UPDATES

Building on the success of last year’s endeavours, iWish, an organisation which encourages STEM, returned
to Scoil Mhuire na nGrést recently and facilitated a STEM presentation outlining the use of technology in
various industries in Ireland (e.g. farming, manufacturing, pharmaceutical) and the many careers it has to offer
in these areas. A generous donation of 18 headsets was also received and these will be used to support station
teaching related activities and 1iPad work in school. Furthermore, iWish is organising a trip to the Carbery
Milk Products plant in Ballineen on Tuesday, 02 June for both sixth class groups (with transport costs being
covered by iWish).

The school is grateful to iWish and also for parental advocacy in facilitating this worthwhile collaboration.
Exposure to such technology and the planned visit to Ballineen in early June will further enhance the pupils IT
skillset, develop an increasing awareness of the use of IT in our everyday lives and the variety of roles
available in Science and Technology.

FARM SAFETY & WATER SAFETY
To ensure that everyone stays safe over the summer months, classes will be covering water and farm safety
with their class teachers over the coming weeks.
To assist parents with supporting their child’s learning in this area, the following will be of help:

o HSE ‘Child Safety Around the Farm’

o Agri Kids — Be Farm Safe — Stay Farm Safe

e National Water Safety Awareness Week 2026 — 18™ to 24" May 2026

(Many classes availed of related Water Safety webinars earlier today)

SUMMER WORKS 2026

While the school is closed during the summer break, an extensive deep clean of the school, ground works and
painting will feature as part of the programme of works. As this school year (2025/2026) concludes, your
Annual Voluntary Family Contributions (€60 p/family) will assist in this regard. We are grateful for
contributions to-date and any further contributions may be made via e-payment.

SCHOOL WEBSITE ( www.belgoolyns.ie)

Our school website features many of our exciting activities such as Chess, VEX Robotics, World Book Day
activities, Green team biodiversity activities, Art around the school and various STEM activities and more. In
addition, it includes school information and educational related links which you may also find useful (e.g.
School Calendar 2025/2025, parents’ section, previous home/school notes, school policies etc...). We would
like to acknowledge and thank everyone who attends to our school website during the year.
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‘APPLICATIONS FOR ADMISSION (ENROLMENT) 2026/2027°

Applications for next year’s enrolment is now being finalised. In this regard, we would be grateful if you
could advise any neighbours and relatives who live in the parish, and who may intend sending their pre-school
children to Scoil Mhuire na nGrast in August 2026, to visit the school’s website. All related details and
application requirements available at www.belgoolyns.ie (‘Admissions’ tab).

As we are presently reviewing our pupil enrolment numbers for the 2026/2027 school year, please advise
the school if there are any pupils currently enrolled who will not be returning in August 2026.

AFTER-SCHOOL ACTIVITIES 2026/2027 — Music, Irish Dancing, Drama & Art

Relevant details are outlined in the school’s website at After-School Activities 2026/2027.

The Board of Management wishes to advise families that these activities, facilitated by independent
contractors, are independent of the primary function of the school. Therefore, all queries, related

arrangements (including, where necessary, individual pupil needs/requirements) and other contact in respect of
these activities is to be made directly and separately with the respective tutor/group and not through the school
office.

SOME UPCOMING EVENTS/CELEBRATIONS
e Junior Infant School Tour — Mardyke Arena on Tuesday, 19 May 2026

e Senior Infant School Tour — Mardyke Arena on Wednesday, 20 May 2026

e Third Class — Lets Go, Trabeg, Douglas on Thursday, 21 May 2026

e Fourth Class — Lets Go, Trabeg, Douglas on Thursday, 21 May 2026

e [nternational Day for Biodiversity 2025 ‘Harmony with Nature & Sustainable Development’ —
Thursday, 22 May 2025

e 6" Class visit to KCS — Monday, 25 May from 10.00am to 1.00pm. Depart SMnG at 9.30am (bus) &
Return to SMnG at 1.30pm (approx.).

e Sciath na Scol Camogie Final in PUC - Wednesday, 27 May at 12.30pm. Playing Glounthaune

e Cork Primary School Sports — Thursday, 28 May 2026 in MTU

e Annual Belgooly Show 2026 — Saturday, 30 May 2026

e School Closure — Monday, 01 June 2026 (Public Holiday)

e First Class School Tour — Just 4 Fun, MTU on Tuesday, 02 June 2026

e Second Class School Tour — Just 4 Fun, MTU on Tuesday, 02 June 2026

e 6th Classes visit to Carbery Milk Products Plant, Ballineen (iWish) Tuesday, 02 June. Departing by
bus at 9.30am (sharp), Plant Tour (10.30am to 1.30pm) & Returning to SMnG at 2.30pm (approx.)

e Fifth Class School Tour — Spike Island & Cobh Heritage Centre on Wednesday, 03 June 2026

e Junior Infants (2025/2026) School Visit — Monday, 08 June from 12.45-1.30pm (A to L)

e Junior Infants (2025/2026) School Visit - Tuesday, 09 June from 12.45-1.30pm (M to Z)

e 6" Class Bring & Buy’ — Thursday, 11 June

e ‘Belgooly’s Got Talent 2026’ — Friday, 12 June

e Final School Assembly 2025/2026 (spectacle frangais en Juin!) — Mardi, 16 Juin

e ‘Active Travel’ morning (BOW/SOW/WOW) — Wednesday, 17 June (Active Travel promotion).
Further details to follow

o Sixth Class 2025/2026 Farewell’ celebration — Wednesday, 17 June 7.00-8.00pm

e Sixth Class School Tour — Tralee Wetlands & McDonalds on Thursday, 18 June 2026

e Active Week & Sports for All Day 2026 - Friday, 19 June

e The school will close for the summer break on Tuesday, 23 June at 12 noon and will re-open on

Wednesday, 26 August 2026
Yours faithfully,
Diarmuid Hennessy, Priomhoide
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